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The review of the New Deal for Engagement in Fragile States, the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals, the 15th 
anniversary of resolution 1325, the review of the UN Peacebuilding Architecture and the establishment of a High-Level 
Independent Panel on Peace Operations – in 2015, the areas of peace, development and security will be characterised by 
a host of political processes taking place at the international level. This is both an excellent opportunity and a great chal-
lenge for international cooperation.

What are the implications of these processes taking place simultaneously? Will this finally make it possible to establish 
a link between peace, development and security, or at least draw attention to this matter? Which role does peace have in 
the discussions? And what parts do civil society and the Swiss administration play in all these processes? This newsletter 
gives us a glimpse into some of the answers and provides us with an idea of the future pattern of international cooperation. 
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FOCUS

More Support for Peacebuilding 
Within International Cooperation

The remark made by Kofi Annan at the 2005 World Summit to the effect there 
would be no security without development and no development without security 
has probably gathered quite a bit of dust by now. Yet only now is this link finally 
being addressed in discourses on development policy and international coopera-
tion agendas. It is still only fairly recently, in 2011, that the World Bank identified 
insecurity and violence as major obstacles for development in its World Develop-
ment Report entitled “Conflict, Security, and Development”. This report urged devel-
opment actors to design their programmes with the aim of breaking through conflict 
dynamics and thus laying the foundations needed for sustainable development.

 2011 also saw the signing of the New Deal for Engagement in Fragile States, 
a framework initiated by a group of self-proclaimed fragile and conflict-affected 
states (the g7+), under the umbrella of the International Dialogue on Peacebuilding 
and Statebuilding (IDPS). The New Deal sends out a clear message, emphasising 
the need for context-specific solutions and locally based processes. It also ex-
plicitly calls for governments to foster constructive cooperation with civil society. 
Now, barely four years later, the New Deal has become an indispensable point of 
reference for international engagement in fragile contexts, although its implemen-
tation has not been without controversy – nor is there much visible evidence that 
it has been crowned with success. The New Deal really sees itself as an eminently 
political process. But attempts to put it into practice in the pilot countries have, 
unfortunately, often been far too mechanical and hampered by time pressure. The 
high expectations harboured by the g7+ of a new kind of cooperation have hardly 
been met. Moreover, in terms of the choice of implementation methods, the New 
Deal has revealed to the donor organisations, under pressure from their parlia-
ments, the limits of just how much risk they are willing to take.

 Nevertheless, the New Deal is ground-breaking in that it has led to the forma-
tion of the first group of countries, the g7+, to deal with their institutional weak-
nesses and structural conflict potential on their own initiative and thus appeal 
to the international community as a collective. With the IDPS, a global dialogue 
structure is now, for the first time, focusing all its attention on the issues concern-
ing fragile contexts. The New Deal has played an instrumental role in embedding 
the issues of legitimate governance, security and political participation in the 
discourse on development. There has been some intense friction between inter-
national cooperation and the New Deal in the course of these first three and a half 
years. During its pilot phase, the New Deal caused a stir and drew a lot of attention 
to the problems of fragile contexts. A review due to be carried out this year will 
shed light on the potential and benefits of the New Deal and provide a basis for 
deciding whether or not to continue with it.

 There is also another milestone just around the corner: the finalisation of the 
post-2015 development agenda. This will determine the key priorities of interna-
tional cooperation for years to come. Although the final details of the agenda are 
still under negotiation, we can already safely assume that no further fundamental 
changes will be made to the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) before they 
are adopted by the UN General Assembly in September 2015. Unlike the situation 
in 2000, when the 8 Millennium Development Goals were adopted, there is now a 
firmly established awareness of the nexus between security, peace and develop-
ment. It occupies a prominent place on the new development agenda in the form of 

In 2015, several development policy processes which are crucial to the future organisation of international cooperation 
are converging: the evaluation of the pilot phase of the New Deal for Engagement in Fragile States, the final negotia-
tions on the post-2015 agenda for sustainable development, the debate on the future of financing for development and 
the review of the UN Peacebuilding Architecture. The links between security, peace and development are playing a more 
prominent role than ever in these processes. This is a welcome development, but the success must not stop there.

mailto:christian.scherer%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/4389
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/4389
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/4389
http://www.pbsbdialogue.org
http://www.pbsbdialogue.org
http://www.pbsbdialogue.org
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org
http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/ffd3/
http://www.un.org/en/peacebuilding/review2015.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/peacebuilding/review2015.shtml
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Goal 16, a goal devoted specifically to peace, which aims to “promote peaceful and 
inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all 
and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels”.

 Given the influence that the post-2015 development agenda has had, it is 
reasonable to assume that it will provide impetus for international peacebuilding 
within international cooperation. For example, Goal 16 could open up new financing 
opportunities, especially for organisations which have previously “concealed” 
their peacebuilding activities from their donors by presenting them under the 
guise of components of technical sector programmes. Like the New Deal, Goal 16 
will never be able to fully satisfy the high demands and expectations imposed on 
it, but it will generate analyses and reports, enhance awareness and knowledge, 
and therefore lend greater prominence and emphasis to the work carried out at 
the nexus between peace, security and development.

 In parallel with the final negotiations on the SDGs, the 3rd International 
Conference on Financing for Development will be held in Addis Ababa. The fact 
that these two processes are happening at the same time and the networking 
amongst the personnel involved should, it is hoped, ensure a very high degree of 
coherence. Also on the agenda for this year is a review of the UN peace operations, 
which was commissioned by the UN Secretary-General. This review, which is being 
coordinated by the UN Secretariat and a High-Level Panel, will critically examine 
the organisation of UN peace operations and work towards improving their insti-
tutional coherence with the UN’s civilian peacebuilding activities. The findings 
from the review are expected to be presented at this year’s UN General Assembly. 
The Advisory Group on the review of the UN Peacebuilding Architecture will also 
submit its report on the UN Peacebuilding Architecture review – including the UN 
Peacebuilding Commission – in the autumn and hold consultations with the mem-
ber states.

 It is indeed remarkable that these processes are taking place at the same 
time, providing an opportunity to create synergies and a common understanding 
of the challenges facing international cooperation. It is also encouraging to see 
that peacebuilding issues are actually being included in this discourse. A paradigm 
shift seems to have taken place, at least in terms of formulating goals for develop-
ment policy. This is the result of persistent lobbying and awareness-raising and 
it undoubtedly deserves to be recognised – but only as one successful step in a 
longer process, as the reviews will clearly show that we still have a long way to go 
in terms of converting words into action. It is the actors from civil society who bear 
a large part of the responsibility for transforming these often abstract processes 
of development policy into concrete, positive change on the ground.

REPORT

Negotiating for a Sustainable Future

Significantly reducing all forms of violence, promoting the rule of law, substan-
tially reduce illicit financial and arms flows, and introducing a birth register in 
every country – these are just some of the targets which Goal 16 of the post-2015 
development agenda aims to implement. The wide range of areas they cover offers 
an indication that the main goal on the promotion of peaceful societies is itself the 
result of tough negotiations. This is the only explanation for grouping these diverse 
concerns together under the same heading.

The October issue of the KOFF 
newsletter will further focus 
on the review of UN-resolution 
1325, 15 years after its imple-
mentation.

mailto:eva.schmassmann%40alliancesud.ch?subject=
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 During the negotiations conducted within the Open Working Group, which 
drew up the initial proposal for the agenda, Switzerland and other western states 
had put the goal of promoting peace on their list of priorities. Developing countries, 
meanwhile, were keen to focus more on reducing the inequality between coun-
tries. Compromises needed to be reached, and the development countries took 
the opportunity to raise what is, for them, an important issue:  illicit flows of 
funds. Contrary to popular belief, there is in fact still more money flowing from 
south to north than the other way round.

 Another equally important matter for the developing countries was to ensure a 
better representation in global decision-making processes. Decisions on economic 
matters and the global markets in particular are still made within the scope of the 
OECD or the G20, with developing countries excluded. The agenda therefore now 
features one target – albeit a rather vague and weakly formulated one – that aims 
to broaden the participation of developing countries in the institutions of global 
governance.

 The post-2015 development agenda is an ambitious framework. Whether it 
actually develops into the transformative force it is often heralded to be remains 
to be seen. The main task during the remaining months of negotiations will there-
fore be to put in place an equally ambitious review mechanism. Civil society will 
persevere on this after the adoption of the agenda. Alliance Sud will, in any case, 
hold Switzerland to its promises in the years to come. 

Links

Alliance Sud – Development 
Policy

Position paper on the post-
2015 development agenda

The Human Security Division and 
the Post-2015 Development Agenda

For the first time, the dimension of “peace and security” is expected to be incorpo-
rated into a universal development agenda in the form of Goal 16 on peaceful and 
inclusive societies. At national level, too, the Message on Switzerland’s Interna-
tional Cooperation in 2017-2020 is the first of its kind to include tools for promot-
ing peace and human security alongside development cooperation and humanitar-
ian aid. This is an example of Switzerland’s rigorous implementation of a concept 
which was established at international level by the New Deal in 2011 and is set to 
receive global recognition next September with the adoption of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs): the knowledge that there can be no sustainable devel-
opment without peace and no peace without sustainable development.

 Back in 2006, Switzerland and UNDP launched the “Geneva Declaration on 
Armed violence and Development” with the aim of raising awareness amongst the 
international community and contributing to the inclusion of peace and security 
into the post-2015 Development Agenda. Since then, Switzerland, together with 
its partners, has been trying to promote this objective on a multilateral scale and 
using specific measures to combat the negative interplay between armed violence 
and socio-economic underdevelopment. Thanks to the proven expertise of the Hu-
man Security Division (HSD) and a succession of framework credits for the promo-
tion of peace and human security since 2004, Switzerland has disposed, for more 
than a decade, of a specific, target-oriented and effective tool for implementing 
Goal 16 and bringing more peace and security to the world. In fact, all of the HSD’s 
activities, without exception, aim at the promotion of peaceful and inclusive socie-
ties. The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) is keen to use the targeted 
activities of the HSD, which are complementary to those of the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation (SDC) and the State Secretariat for Economic Af-
fairs (SECO), to tackle the root causes of armed violence and human rights viola-
tions and to exert influence on political and social processes which fuel conflicts 
and hamper development through poverty and fragility.  

mailto:anina.mathis%40eda.admin.ch?subject=
https://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/das_eda/organisation_deseda/direktionen-abteilungen/politische_direktion/ams.html
https://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/das_eda/organisation_deseda/direktionen-abteilungen/politische_direktion/ams.html
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/
http://www.alliancesud.ch/de/ep
http://www.alliancesud.ch/de/ep
http://www.alliancesud.ch/de/publikationen/downloads/AS-Positionspapier_V6.pdf
http://www.alliancesud.ch/de/publikationen/downloads/AS-Positionspapier_V6.pdf
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Civil Society Inclusion in UN Peacebuilding 
and Peace Operations Reviews

Quaker UN Office 
Camilla Campisi 
UN Representative

 
Links

QUNO/GPPAC. Filling the Gap: 
How civil society engagement 
can help the UN’s Peacebuild-
ing Architecture meet its 
purpose. April 2015

Briefing document from New 
York Peacebuilding Group civil 
society consultation in March 
2015

QUNO

In 2015, the UN is reviewing its Peace Operations and Peacebuilding Architecture, 
as well as the important role played by women in peace and security through the 
review of Security Council Resolution 1325. These reviews are timely given the 
challenges the UN has faced in its peace operations and peacebuilding roles, most 
notably the relapse of conflicts in South Sudan and the Central African Republic 
(CAR). Many are questioning whether the UN has the right tools in its toolkit or if 
there are more creative and effective ways to do peacebuilding and prevention. 

 An increased UN engagement with civil society at the local and international 
levels is potentially a way forward and one which the Quaker UN Office (QUNO) in 
New York and other partners have been promoting.

 QUNO and the Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict (GPPAC) 
have collaborated on a new report called “Filling the Gap: How civil society en-
gagement can help the UN’s Peacebuilding Architecture meet its purpose”, as a 
contribution to the 2015 review. The report is based on interviews with UN actors 
in New York as well as research conducted by local peacebuilders in Burundi, the 
CAR and Liberia. It offers concrete recommendations for how the UN can engage 
with civil society from analysis and planning to implementation. 

 QUNO also coordinates the New York Peacebuilding Group, an informal gathering 
of organisations (the Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation, GPPAC, the International 
Peace Institute, Interpeace, PAX, Peace Direct, QUNO, and World vision) engaged 
on peace issues at the UN. In March 2015, this group brought local partners from 
Africa, Asia and Latin America to share their perspectives with experts from the 
Peace Operations and Peacebuilding Architecture reviews in New York.

 Given these inputs as well as many others, hopefully one clear outcome of the 
reviews will be improved engagement with civil society and a strengthened UN 
response to the peace and security needs of local communities. 

Geneva Peacebuilding  
Platform 
Achim Wennmann

 
Links

White Paper on Peacebuilding

Geneva Peacebuilding 
Platform

White Paper on Peacebuilding

The White Paper on Peacebuilding reflects a 12-month process involving in-depth 
conversations, a series of background papers, and consultations with peacebuilding 
professionals from all regions. The aim of this exercise was to incorporate a range 
of voices and perspectives about the future of peacebuilding, about how coun-
tries and societies themselves can move towards sustainable peace, and about 
the assistance the UN and other international and local actors can bring to such 
processes. 

 The case for broadening the peacebuilding conversation is rooted in the fact 
that the next decade will see more pressures on institutional and societal systems 
– at all levels – and these pressures are likely to lead to an increased risk of conflict. 
In order to face these challenges, peacebuilding and prevention capacities need to 
be developed further and rendered more effective. What is more, there is a grow-
ing gap in perspectives about ‘what’ peacebuilding might be at international or 
local levels, as well as about the ‘how’, ‘why’, and ‘who’ in peacebuilding. 

mailto:ccampisi%40afsc.org?subject=
http://quno.org/sites/default/files/resources/Filling%20the%20Gap.pdf
http://quno.org/sites/default/files/resources/Filling%20the%20Gap.pdf
http://quno.org/sites/default/files/resources/Filling%20the%20Gap.pdf
http://quno.org/sites/default/files/resources/Filling%20the%20Gap.pdf
http://quno.org/sites/default/files/resources/Filling%20the%20Gap.pdf
http://quno.org/resource/2015/3/civil-society-recommendations-reviews-un-peace-operations-and-un-peacebuilding
http://quno.org/resource/2015/3/civil-society-recommendations-reviews-un-peace-operations-and-un-peacebuilding
http://quno.org/resource/2015/3/civil-society-recommendations-reviews-un-peace-operations-and-un-peacebuilding
http://quno.org/resource/2015/3/civil-society-recommendations-reviews-un-peace-operations-and-un-peacebuilding
http://www.quno.org
mailto:achim%40gpplatform.ch?subject=
http://www.gpplatform.ch/white-papers/whitepapers
http://www.gpplatform.ch/
http://www.gpplatform.ch/


FriEnt 
Marius Müller-Hennig 
Representative of the Frie-
drich-Ebert-Stiftung in the 
FriEnt team

 
Links

Marc Baxmann and Marius 
Müller-Hennig. A New Deal 
for the Peacebuilding Com-
mission? FriEnt/FES-Expert 
Discussion Report. 3 Novem-
ber 2014

Marius Müller-Hennig. Peace-
building in the UN in 2015 
– breaking silos? FriEnt- 
Impulse. 11/2014
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 The reflections of this White Paper occur at a timely moment: the UN Peace-
building Architecture is undergoing its 10-year review and the UN Secretary-
General has established a High-Level Independent Panel on Peace Operations. 
The review and the High-Level Panel open the space to rethink the role of the UN 
in peacebuilding and to understand the ways in which the organisation relates to 
broader trends in peacebuilding practice. The White Paper contributes to these ef-
forts by exploring the global context of the peacebuilding field and by highlighting 
perspectives about the challenges, opportunities and future of building peace. 

 The White Paper process was coordinated by the Geneva Peacebuilding Plat-
form (GPP) and funded by the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA). 

Review of the UN Peacebuilding 
Architecture – a FriEnt perspective

The review of the UN Peacebuilding Architecture (UN PBA), which is being carried 
out this year, coincides with a series of processes going on within the UN that are 
very closely related in terms of thematic focus. The UN Secretary-General’s High-
Level Panel on Peace Operations will present its reports in the summer before the 
Sustainable Development Goals are adopted in the autumn. This is an exciting time 
for peacebuilding in the context of the UN: the key question is whether the vari-
ous processes will converge to form a consistent overall picture. The institutional 
culture of “silo” thinking within the UN system – as well as in most UN member 
states, including Germany – suggests that a coherent approach is still unlikely.

 If we take the review of the UN PBA as an isolated process, the outlook is more 
positive: although it is still faced with persistent criticism, the review procedure 
involving five case studies promises to reveal some much more interesting insights 
than the last review of the UN Peacebuilding Commission in 2010 – regardless of 
whether the necessary conclusions are actually drawn from it and whether insti-
tutional reforms are initiated that can breathe new life and new relevance into the 
commission as the beating heart of the UN PBA. That, of course, is another matter 
altogether, and one which politicians and diplomats have yet to tackle.

 The Working Group on Peace and Development (FriEnt) has been monitoring 
the process of reviewing the UN PBA since last year through activities such as an 
expert debate on the interfaces between the UN PBA and the New Deal, an article 
published in the FriEnt-Impulses and various background discussions with rep-
resentatives from the German government departments and civil society. FriEnt 
will also integrate the outcomes from the case studies of the UN PBA review in the 
German expert discussions. Finally, it is planning to examine the overall picture of 
the upcoming UN processes, from the UN PBA review to the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals, as part of its “FriEnt Peacebuilding Forum” in late September.

mailto:marius.mueller-hennig%40fes.de?subject=
http://www.frient.de/nc/publikationen/dokumente/library/a-new-deal-for-the-peacebuilding-commission.html
http://www.frient.de/nc/publikationen/dokumente/library/a-new-deal-for-the-peacebuilding-commission.html
http://www.frient.de/nc/publikationen/dokumente/library/a-new-deal-for-the-peacebuilding-commission.html
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http://www.frient.de/nc/publikationen/dokumente/library/a-new-deal-for-the-peacebuilding-commission.html
http://www.frient.de/nc/publikationen/dokumente/library/a-new-deal-for-the-peacebuilding-commission.html
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http://www.frient.de/en/publications-service/news-details/article/peacebuilding-bei-den-un-in-2015-ein-grosses-ganzes-oder-viele-viele-bunte-silos.html?tx_ttnews[backPid]=107&cHash=71a435f8222742f8155ca440db7e432d
http://www.frient.de/en/publications-service/news-details/article/peacebuilding-bei-den-un-in-2015-ein-grosses-ganzes-oder-viele-viele-bunte-silos.html?tx_ttnews[backPid]=107&cHash=71a435f8222742f8155ca440db7e432d
http://www.frient.de/en/publications-service/news-details/article/peacebuilding-bei-den-un-in-2015-ein-grosses-ganzes-oder-viele-viele-bunte-silos.html?tx_ttnews[backPid]=107&cHash=71a435f8222742f8155ca440db7e432d
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Review of the UN Peacebuilding 
Architecture – a Swiss Perspective

Switzerland has been supporting and participating in peacekeeping missions for 
decades, through the involvement of several hundred experts in military and civilian 
peace operations on four continents. In conflict areas, Switzerland focuses on de-
ploying contingents, small detachments, military observers and both civilian and 
military specialists in areas such as policing, humanitarian demining, healthcare 
and security sector reform. Switzerland has set itself the goal of further enhanc-
ing its military peacebuilding capacity in both qualitative and quantitative terms.

 Through various statements issued during the currently ongoing review 
processes, as well as during personal discussions with high-ranking UN repre-
sentatives, Switzerland has repeatedly stressed the need of a holistic approach 
towards conflicts – from prevention through to peacebuilding. The complexity of 
current conflicts can only be tackled effectively if aspects such as human rights, 
security sector reform or the rule of law are dealt with by the UN system as a 
whole. Switzerland therefore welcomes the fact that special political missions are 
also included in the review of the UN Peacebuilding Architecture. 

 As a contracting party to the Geneva Conventions, Switzerland traditionally 
advocates for the protection of civilians in armed conflicts. This role is recognised 
by the international community, as is for example demonstrated by the fact that 
Switzerland chairs the “Group of Friends on the Protection of Civilians” in New 
York. A growing number of UN peacekeeping operations include a mandate for the 
protection of the civilian population, which is why this aspect deserves particular 
attention.

 Switzerland also shares the concern of many other countries regarding the 
growing number of casualties amongst troops deployed on peacebuilding missions. 
The protection and safety of troops operating in an increasingly high-risk environ-
ment must be guaranteed, which requires comprehensive training and the provi-
sion of material and relevant technologies on a situation-specific basis. Swit-
zerland also actively supports the fight against impunity, a better coordination 
between different missions and an efficient transition processes.  

Swiss Agency for Develop-
ment and Cooperation (SDC) 
Markus Heiniger

 
Links

Security for all and the rule of 
law: prerequisites for devel-
opment. Article by the SDC. 
May 2015

The SDC at the International Dialogue on 
Peacebuilding and Statebuilding Meeting

On 25 May, Switzerland – represented by the SDC – took part in the International 
Dialogue on Peacebuilding and Statebuilding (IDPS) meeting in Abidjan. Two key 
outcomes emerged from the gathering: firstly, it is important to ensure that the 
needs of fragile situations are adequately addressed in the Financing for Develop-
ment process. Since “peaceful and inclusive societies” (Goal 16) constitute both a 
prerequisite and an enabler for attracting, mobilising and applying forms of finance, 
fragile and conflict-affected states will need special attention within a new Financing 
for Development framework. Official aid should be increasingly focused on coun-
tries with systemic vulnerabilities, where needs and challenges are particularly 
great and which have insufficient access to alternative sources of finance (e.g. pri-
vat investment). Secondly, the review of the New Deal is now underway, initiated 
by an invitation to tender for the consultant teams. Unfortunately, no information 

mailto:christoph.buehler%40eda.admin.ch?subject=
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KOFF Newsletter No. 138. 
Swiss Peacebuilding Architec-
ture. June 2015

artasfoundation

IAMANEH Switzerland
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could be provided on the precise time frames for the consultations. The INCAF 
representatives and the Civil Society Platform for Peacebuilding and Statebuild-
ing (CSPPS) insisted that the review must be conducted as an independent and 
inclusive process.

 In an appeal entitled “2015 – Year of opportunity for addressing conflict and 
fragility”, the INCAF co-chairs (Switzerland and UNDP) also highlight the oppor-
tunity offered by the convergence of the agendas relating to Sustainable Devel-
opment Goal 16, the review of the New Deal, the Peacebuilding Commission and 
UN Security Council Resolution 1325. They stress the importance of seizing this 
opportunity to craft an improved collective approach aiming to deliver peaceful 
and inclusive societies and address the drivers of conflict that undermine devel-
opment. They mention the need to build a wider holistic approach that addresses 
the complex and multipolar nature of conflict, fragility and violence. They there-
fore propose the preparation of a collective proposition to assess why aid is still 
so poorly aligned with action to address the causes and drivers of conflict and 
fragility, and to assess how the effectiveness of aid can be improved in order to 
help deliver the Peace and Statebuilding Goals (PSGs), the New Deal implementa-
tion and Goal 16. This approach should build upon the New Deal and promote the 
PSGs in the context of a universal sustainable development agenda, which for the 
first time elevates peace as a development goal.

The OECD’s International Net-
work on Conflict and Fragility 
(INCAF)

International Dialogue on 
Peacebuilding and State-
building (IDPS)

2015: A Key Year for KOFF

NEWS

On 9 June, around 30 participants from NGOs and Swiss administration came 
together in Bern for the KOFF Members’ Assembly. This once again provided an op-
portunity to discuss KOFF’s future strategy, which will be implemented from 2016.

 Having successfully focused on strengthening capacity for peacebuilding 
activities, KOFF will now seek to increase its role and facilitate processes with the 
aim of influencing peace policies at the local, national and international levels. To 
do this, it would like to facilitate the on-site implementation of learning forums in 
order to encourage dialogue, information sharing and the creation of documenta-
tion. These forums will be conceived at the initiative and in the interest of member 
organisations with KOFF only playing the role of “facilitator”. In the long run, the 
goal is to promote peacebuilding knowledge and facilitate access to it, encourage 
the creation of innovative and shared approaches and improve the efficiency of 
each member’s work. In Bern, this knowledge and these initiatives constitute a key 
resource for developing, in the form of roundtables and discussions, approaches 
that will be able to be applied both in the field and across all levels of Swiss 
peacebuilding and peace policy. The overall aim is to award more prominence and 
relevance to peacebuilding efforts, both at the policy level and in the public opin-
ion. 

 The thematic part of the assembly had its focus on Swiss peace policy. On this 
occasion, Andreas Zumach, a freelance journalist based at the UN headquarters in 
Geneva, expressed his views on the coherence – or lack thereof – in terms of con-
tent in the relevant Swiss political fields (foreign affairs, security, development, 
economy, commerce and migration/refugees). According to Zumach, Switzerland 
cannot claim to be following a true peace policy as long as this coherence in con-
tent is lacking. The discussion that followed his talk centred on the role played by 
civil society in resolving these contradictions.   

 Finally, the assembly announced the arrival of two new KOFF member organi-
sations, artasfoundation and IAMANEH Switzerland. 

mailto:marie.seidel%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:sidonia.gabriel%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/koff/Publications/NL/NL_138_en.pdf
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/koff/Publications/NL/NL_138_en.pdf
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/koff/Publications/NL/NL_138_en.pdf
http://www.artasfoundation.ch/en
http://www.iamaneh.ch/en
http://www.oecd.org/dac/governance-peace/conflictandfragility/theinternationalnetworkonconflictandfragility.htm/
http://www.oecd.org/dac/governance-peace/conflictandfragility/theinternationalnetworkonconflictandfragility.htm/
http://www.oecd.org/dac/governance-peace/conflictandfragility/theinternationalnetworkonconflictandfragility.htm/
http://www.pbsbdialogue.org/
http://www.pbsbdialogue.org/
http://www.pbsbdialogue.org/
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WILPF Celebrates its Centenary 
With a Peace Conference

From 27 to 29 April 2015, a conference marking the 100th anniversary of the Wom-
en’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) took place in The Hague, 
with a representative from cfd amongst the participants. More than 1,000 women 
from 80 countries, including Nobel Peace Prize laureates Shirin Ebadi, Leymah 
Gbowee and Jody Williams and UN representative Radhika Coomaraswamy, gath-
ered together to call for peace – just like the founders of WILPF did back in 1915.

 It is rare to find a peace conference that does not get diverted from its intended 
purpose by the global trend towards militarisation, but the WILPF conference 
proved an exception. It gave a voice to those who want to see an end to war and 
violence: the majority of the world’s population.

 To make peace possible in the first place, the capitalist and patriarchal power 
structures which provide the driving force behind the programme of violence and 
war economies need to be cut through and broken down. The international legal 
framework is already in place. Our right to peace is enshrined in the UN Charter 
– we have to reclaim it. The way to do this is through demilitarisation: last year, 
1,776,000,000,000 US dollars were poured into the business of war worldwide, 
which equates to 480 times the UN’s annual budget. WILPF believes this money 
should be invested in promoting peace, because violence simply breeds more 
violence. As Shirin Ebadi neatly put it: “Try throwing books instead of bombs and 
you’ll see the world change.”  

swisspeace 
Franziska Sigrist

 
Link

swisspeace Academy

swisspeace Training Season 2015/16

Many countries are affected by violent conflicts. The swisspeace training courses 
aim at understanding how civilian peacebuilding can transform violent conflicts 
by using peaceful means, promoting peace, rebuilding societies affected by war 
and preventing violence from re-emerging. The trainings courses bridge academic 
findings with current insights from peacebuilding practice and are designed for 
practitioners with an academic background interested in reflecting critically on 
their own experiences, advancing their skills and strengthening their network to 
peacebuilding professionals. With the new training season 2015/16, swisspeace 
offers again a variety of short, thematically specialised courses that may be com-
bined to a postgraduate degree issued by swisspeace and the University of Basel. 
Interested persons are invited to apply now.

 > Civilian Peacebuilding Programmes, September 2015 - August 2016

 > Business, Conflict & Peace Course, 2-6 November 2015

 > Conflict Analysis Training, 18-20 November 2015

 > Conflict Prevention & Early Warning Course, 25-27 November 2015

 > Gender Equality & Peacebuilding Course, 25-29 January 2016

 > Theories of Change Training, 17-19 February 2016

 > National Dialogue & Peace Mediation Course, 29 February - 4 March 2016

mailto:sarah.diack%40cfd-ch.org?subject=
http://cfd-ch.org/e/index.php
http://www.wilpfinternational.org/
mailto:academy%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/postgraduate-courses/cas-annual-course/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/business-peace/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/conflict-analysis/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/conflict-prevention/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/gender-peacebuilding/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/theories-of-change/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/national-dialogue/aim-target-audience/
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News from the international 
peacebuilding scene and 
KOFF partner organisations

Berghof Foundation

CDA Collaborative 
Learning Projects

Conciliation 
Resources

EIP

EPLO

forumZFD

FriEnt

Geneva Peacebuilding 
Platform

GIZ

GPPAC

International Alert

Plattform Zivile 
Konfliktbearbeitung

International Partner Organisations

 > Fragility, Conflict & Statebuilding Course, 4-8 April 2016

 > Conflict Sensitivity Training, 27-29 April 2016 

 > Dealing with the Past Course, 9-13 May 2016

 > Connecting Human Rights & Conflict Transformation Training, 8-10 June 2016

 > Summer School, 27 June - 1 July 2016

EPLO

The membership of the European Peacebuilding Liaison Office (EPLO) met in 
London on April 23rd and 24th for the bi-annual General Assembly in London. 
An election was held for two open EPLO Steering Committee positions and Do-
ris Mariani from Nonviolent Peaceforce and Sanne Tielemans from Conciliation 
Resources were elected.  In addition, the General Assembly approved three new 
membership applications bringing the total number of members to 35. EPLO is 
delighted to welcome the new member organisations Concordis International, the 
Community of Sant’Egidio, and the Guerrand-Hermès Foundation for Peace. The 
General Assembly also approved the appointment of a new Executive Director, 
Sonya Reines-Djivanides. Sonya has over ten years of peacebuilding experience. 
Prior to joining EPLO, she was the Director of Search For Common Ground’s (SFCG) 
Brussels Headquarters, managing European fundraising, liaison, advocacy and 
programme support. She also managed the development and implementation of 
SFCG’s Track II programmes. Sonya holds a Master of Arts in International Rela-
tions with focus on International Conflict Negotiation and an advanced Certificate 
in International Conflict Management from the Maxwell School of Citizenship and 
Public Affairs at Syracuse University.

FriEnt

In the latest edition of the newsletter FriEnt-Impulse, Cécile Druey (swisspeace) 
and Sidonia Gabriel (KOFF/swisspeace) analyse the role played by the OSCE in 
Ukraine and its cooperation with civil society as well as the role of Ukrainian civil 
society and the major challenges it faces. It becomes apparent that its peacebuild-
ing function needs to be reinforced to help counteract the growing socio-political 
gaps between the various political camps in Ukraine. The article offers suggestions 
on how the OSCE should further develop its commitment to civil society, so that 
these activities can continue to be pursued under the umbrella of the rotating 
OSCE Chairmanship, be expanded within the OSCE region and thus become more 
firmly embedded in the organisation in the medium term. In connection with this, 
and in view of Germany’s upcoming Chairmanship of the OSCE in 2016, FriEnt and 
KOFF also co-organised a working meeting on this topic in late May.

Conciliation Resources

The debate on whether or not it is right to engage in dialogue with armed groups 
is still ongoing at the international level. However, at a local level many communi-
ties are already actively entering into negotiations with armed groups – often well 
before formal negotiations are launched – with the aim of bringing about a change 
in their behaviour and initiating conflict transformation. The second publication in 
Conciliation Resources’ Accord Insight series, entitled “Local engagement with 
armed groups: in the midst of violence”, explores how local actors have entered 
into dialogue with armed groups by analysing the risks involved as well as their key 
role in peacebuilding.

http://www.berghof-foundation.org/en/
http://www.cdacollaborative.org
http://www.cdacollaborative.org
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eip.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.forumzfd.de/en/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gpplatform.ch/
http://www.gpplatform.ch/
http://www.giz.de/
http://www.gppac.net/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/fragility-statebuilding/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/conflict-sensitivity/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/dealing-with-the-past/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/human-rights-conflict/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/summer-school/aim-target-audience/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.nonviolentpeaceforce.org/people/senior-staff/21-doris-mariani
http://www.nonviolentpeaceforce.org/people/senior-staff/21-doris-mariani
http://www.nonviolentpeaceforce.org/
http://www.c-r.org/about-us/people/sanne-tielemans-policy-analyst
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://concordis.international/
http://www.santegidio.org/index.php%3F%26idLng%3D1064
http://www.ghfp.org/
https://www.frient.de/publikationen/news-details/article/die-ukraine-als-herausforderung-fuer-die-friedensfoerderung-erfahrungen-aus-dem-schweizer-osze-vor.html?tx_ttnews[backPid]=107&cHash=45c0867357e027fca544dba0189b6540
http://www.c-r.org/sites/default/files/CONJ2670_Accord_new_paper_for_January_06.05.15_WEB.pdf
http://www.c-r.org/sites/default/files/CONJ2670_Accord_new_paper_for_January_06.05.15_WEB.pdf
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PUBLICATIONS

The Role of Rebels in Statebuilding

In the series of “Working Papers” published by swisspeace, experts examine current 
research issues on the key topics covered by the peace foundation. The latest edi-
tion, entitled “Rebel Governance and the Politics of Civil War”, looks into the links 
between violent conflicts and statebuilding: in the dominant research narratives 
of the 21st century, which focus on the civil wars in Africa, violent conflicts are of-
ten regarded as an expression of weakness or the collapse of political institutions. 
Since the turn of the century, guerilla movements have been presented more and 
more as groups of roving bandits, plundering the spoils left by fallen states. How-
ever, this view does not take the rebels’ motives into account. Moreover, civil wars 
– no matter how brutal they may be – do not just destroy political orders; they also 
play a part in creating and shaping them. In other words, civil wars are part and 
parcel of the statebuilding process.

Didier Péclard and Delphine 
Mechoulan. Rebel Governance 
and the Politics of Civil 
War. swisspeace Working 
Paper 1/2015 

Mediation and Poetry

Poets and mediators have more in common than you might think at first. They 
wield the same tool: the written and spoken word. Both of them are faced with the 
challenge of conveying intrinsically untranslatable human sensitivities, conflicts, 
strife, pain and misunderstandings through man-made language. And both poets 
and mediators need to exercise patience, perseverance, humility and empathy to 
achieve their goal. Inspired by writer Rainer Maria Rilke’s letters to a young poet, 
swisspeace is publishing “Letters to a Young Mediator”, featuring letters penned 
by some of the foremost mediators of our time, including John Paul Lederach. In 
their epistles, the mediators reflect on the opportunities and limits of their role as 
an intermediary between different fronts.

If you are interested in reading 
these letters, please contact 
Rachel Gasser

WEB TIP

The “Microdata Library”: 
Improving Research Through Open Data

The World Bank is committed to making information freely accessible. With this 
objective in mind, it set up the “Microdata Library”, a database of information on 
developing countries. This data reveals what people’s lives are like in these devel-
oping regions and sheds light on their current institutional, environmental, social 
and economic situation. The aim is to help make research more democratic. As 
well as containing data collected by the World Bank itself, the “Microdata Library” 
also provides free access to the results of surveys and investigations carried out 
by other international organisations and statistic agencies.

The World Bank 
Microdata Library

http://swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/WP_1_2015.pdf
http://swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/WP_1_2015.pdf
http://swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/WP_1_2015.pdf
http://swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/WP_1_2015.pdf
http://swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/WP_1_2015.pdf
mailto:rachel.gasser%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/central
http://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/central
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CALENDAR

Upcoming Events

For the second year running, Caux-Initiatives of Change and the Institute for Con-
flict Transformation and Peacebuilding (ICP) have co-organised the International 
Peacebuilders’ Forum, which will take place from 16 to 19 July in Caux (Switzerland). 
The forum this year focuses on “Non-violent conflict transformation: dignity, 
inclusion and participation” and gives participants the opportunity to discuss and 
exchange ideas while creating networks and synergies. Further information and 
contact details.

swisspeace is offering its Certificate of Advanced Studies (CAS) Course in Civilian 
Peacebuilding in its fourth consecutive year. Designed for practitioners with an 
academic background, this course consisting of 21 days spread over one year 
provides a holistic understanding of civilian peacebuilding, reflects critically on 
peacebuilding practices and draws on current insights from research. Further 
information and registration by 20 July 2015.

“It’s Time for Peace!” will be the theme for the Geneva Peace Talks 2015 that will 
be held on 18 September at the Palais des Nations in Geneva. In light of daily news 
headlines about war and violent conflict, this year’s Geneva Peace Talks will high-
light the urgency to support peace efforts around the world. They will look back on 
past peace efforts, learn more about ongoing initiatives and draw conclusions for 
the future of peacebuilding. Further information.

Socio-political change processes in crisis regions place high demands on both 
international and local actors. Partner organisations and projects generally need 
to establish and manage the infrastructure to develop effective change impulses. 
For this, all civil actors need to have basic organisation development skills in their 
repertoire. “Building peace by managing change” is a training course organised by 
Steps for Peace, that helps to gain a differentiated understanding of the organi-
sational frameworks at play in socio-political change processes and thus to plan, 
assess, and advise projects more context-specifically. Further information and 
registration.

swisspeace’s 5-day Business, Conflict & Peace Course explores the role of multi-
stakeholder initiatives and policies in business, conflict and peace and critically 
discusses practical insights on state, company and civil society engagement in 
this field. Further information and registration by 31 August 2015.

The KOFF training Conflict Analysis offers guidance on conflict analysis tool selec-
tion and provides lessons drawn from field practice on addressing key challenges 
in carrying out, updating and utilising effective conflict analysis. Further informa-
tion and registration by 31 August 2015.

swisspeace’s 5-day Conflict Prevention & Early Warning Course explores and 
critically discusses the theoretical reflections on the understanding of conflict 
prevention, the current implementation efforts as well as possible avenues to en-
hance conflict prevention and early warning. Further information and registration 
by 30 September 2015.

The CAS in Gender, Justice, Globalisation offered by the Interdisciplinary Centre for 
Gender Studies  provides the participants with the means to critically reflect the 
gender dimension of global power asymmetries by introducing them to the basics 
of gender theories and discussing evidence-based accounts of globalisation as a 
gendered phenomenon. The course starts in February 2016 and takes place at the 
University of Bern. Further information, contact and registration by 4 January 2016.

On the KOFF website you can find more information about upcoming roundtables 
and events organised by KOFF.

16 - 19 July 2015

Until 20 July 2015

18 September 2015

31 August - 4 September 2015

2 - 6 November 2015

18 - 20 November 2015

25 - 27 November 2015

Until 4 January 2016

KOFF calendar

http://www.iicp.ch/content/international-peace-builders-forum
mailto:ipf%40institute-icp.ch?subject=
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http://peacetalks.net
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http://www.steps-for-peace.org/en/trainings/building-peace-by-managing-change-4/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/business-peace/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/business-peace/application-fees/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/conflict-analysis/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/conflict-analysis/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/conflict-analysis/application-fees/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/conflict-prevention/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/conflict-prevention/application-fees/
http://www.izfg.unibe.ch/content/weiterbildung
mailto:cas%40izfg.unibe.ch?subject=
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/
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