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250,000 victims, 4.7 million refugees, 6.6 million internally displaced persons, 13.5 million people dependent on humani-
tarian aid: despite the vast figures and the urgency of the humanitarian situation, a peaceful solution to the Syria conflict 
does not yet seem to be in the cards. In a context where traditional media give special attention to military interventions, 
the international dimension of the conflict, and diplomatic negotiations, it is rare to hear about the peace initiatives taken 
by the local population. However, whether this is through humanitarian actions, mediation work, or development projects, 
many Syrians are getting involved every day in order to find a sustainable and peaceful solution to the conflict. 

This edition aims to not only review the situation in Syria and its impact on neighboring countries, but also to give increased 
visibility to these local initiatives, the support given to them by Swiss governmental and non-governmental organizations, 
and the challenges they face. 
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FOCuS ARTICLE

Peace in Syria: Why the Local Matters

Peaceful change in Syria is not possible without a genuine inclusion of local actors. However, in order for this to have 
positive effects, it should be based on needs and abilities of actors, rather than norms.

“Speak to us please, don’t speak only about us”: these were the words of dr. Rouba 
Mhaissen in her speech during the “Supporting Syria and the Region” conference 
that took place in London in February 2016. dr. Mhaissen criticized that Syrians 
were invited on an ad-hoc last minute basis and not as partners. The conference 
aimed at raising pledges for humanitarian aid, but also included discussions of 
long-term strategies of civilian protection and process support.

 As the conflict is worsening and several military fronts are escalating, Syrians on 
the ground are the first to bear the humanitarian and political repercussions. And 
while most narratives refer to Syrians as the primary victims of the conflict, local 
actors continue to be side-lined as “agents of change” whether in humanitarian 
planning or peacebuilding processes. It would be delusional not to acknowledge 
the internationalized nature of this conflict, but it is also unrealistic to believe that 
change will happen without a genuine inclusion of Syrian local actors. However, 
in order for these actors to have a real effect, inclusion should be based on needs 
and abilities, not merely on normative standards or cosmetic approaches. 

 Findings from “Inside Syria: What Local Actors Are doing For Peace”, a recent 
study conducted by swisspeace, FarikBeirut.net, Conflict dynamics International, 
and commissioned by Finn Church Aid, show that a number of local actors are still 
engaged in significant peacebuilding activities despite the persistence of high 
levels of violence. This includes community leaders, women’s initiatives, youth 
groups, non-governmental and community-based organizations (NgOs and CBOs), 
local councils, and reconciliation committees. These actors are involved in various 
activities including negotiations for the release and exchange of detained and 
abducted individuals, conflict resolution and mediation, the promotion of peaceful 
values and countering sectarian rhetoric, relief work and development, as well 
as human rights activism. Stemming from these activities, local Syrian actors 
are indispensable for any process because of their networks and influence, their 
legitimacy on the ground, and their monitoring abilities.  

 First, all local actors in the research have important networks that could be 
drawn from for any process. For example, community leaders identified have a 
major influence in conflict resolution, negotiations, and mediation at a local level; 
with varying influence from one area to the other. In Sweida, they played a signifi-
cant role in calming a situation with a neighboring town that could have escalated 
into an armed standoff. Therefore, if a cessation of hostilities would take place as 
was discussed in the recent security conference in Munich, community leaders 
could be a vital asset due to their strong network and influence on the ground, both 
with civilians and armed groups. They are considered one of the influencing pillars 
either due to traditional position, resources, or access to particular groups. Never-
theless, as with all actors, at other instances community leaders are referred to 
as having a negative or conflict-inciting role. Therefore it is important to carefully 
analyze each case rather than to assume a collective savior or culprit role.

 Second, in a time where locals are getting more cynical and untrusting of interna-
tional and national actors, there are those on the ground who are providing services 
granting them trust and legitimacy within their communities. This is especially 
the case for actors involved in relief and development work, whether they are 
youth groups, women’s initiatives, or organizations. These groups have an intimate 
understanding of the needs and priorities on the ground, which is important for 
designing any international programs. By securing basic needs, they are also en-
gaging in peacebuilding, as one actor in Rif damascus explained how some people 
“are carrying arms as a means to secure food for their children”. The same goes for 
those engaged in education as a method of protection against joining ISIS. Others 
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use relief work as an entry point after which they work on other peacebuilding 
activities such as mediation. The intertwining of humanitarian and peacebuilding 
work must be taken into account, especially given the fluidity of the context. How-
ever, it should be approached in a conflict sensitive manner as to not hamper the 
work of local actors. 

 Finally, local actors remain involved in human rights monitoring and documen-
tation despite the overarching security threats that they face. These organizations 
and individuals are essential for providing accounts of what is going on the ground 
and whether it mirrors stated agreements. In the case of cessation of hostilities or 
humanitarian agreements, their work as monitoring organizations and documenters 
is vital. 

 As recently declared by the Office of the Special Envoy to Syria during the 
intra-Syrian talks in geneva, the general approach is moving more towards the 
inclusion of a broad range of members from Syrian society in processes. However, 
several points need to be taken into account in regards to any engagement. First 
is to allow for local actors to have room to produce their own definitions and nar-
ratives of what peacebuilding means for different Syrians rather than work with 
them using pre-defined concepts. Second, rather than normative approaches that 
are sometimes coupled with romanticizing, international actors should adopt a 
pragmatic approach in regards to the inclusion of different local actors. Third, the 
international community should not limit its civil society engagement in Syria with 
only established organizations but should expand to include informal actors such 
as community leaders or grassroots organizations. Finally, Syrian local actors 
should continue to enhance efforts of collaborating and building networks with 
one another to facilitate partnerships and visibility.  

swisspeace has developed expertise on Syria through trainings and conferences, 
process support, and research. 

 In October 2014, the Syrian Peacebuilding Advisory unit, swisspeace, LSE, 
and NOREF organized a conference on the Syrian war economy bringing together 
academics and policy-makers. Moreover, the 2015 edition of swisspeace’s Summer 
School focused on Syria attempting to increase participants’ understanding of the 
conflict by learning from peace and conflict theories. KOFF has organized roundtables 
on Syria assessing the gender specific characteristics of the current conflict.

 Since fall 2014, swisspeace has also been involved in an initiative led by the 
Carter Center and jointly implemented with NOREF to convene meetings with Syri-
an stakeholders to discuss options for a political transition in Syria. More recently, 
swisspeace and NOREF have also been engaged in establishing a Syrian-led civil 
society space. 

 With regard to research, together with Conflict dynamics International and 
FarikBeirut.net, and commissioned by Finn Church Aid, swisspeace published a 
report entitled “Inside Syria: What Local Actors Are doing For Peace”. Moreover, 
swisspeace also conducts research on peacemaking in Syria in the framework of 
a three-year project on the role of norms in peacebuilding. swisspeace and NOREF 
also publish the “Syrian voices on the Syrian Conflict” series in which Syrian authors 
share their opinions on different aspects of the peace process. 

 Through these different engagements, swisspeace has developed expertise on 
the political aspects, causes and consequences of the armed conflict in Syria, the 

swisspeace’s Expertise on Syria
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Links

Swiss NgO Working group on 
Women, Peace and Security

Interview with Syrian human 
rights expert Laila Alodaat 
published in the Swiss news-
paper “der Bund” (in german)

involvement of regional as well as international actors, and international efforts to 
promote a political solution to the conflict. swisspeace maintains close contacts 
and works in cooperation with a broad range of local and international partner 
organizations.

In November 2015, the Swiss NgO Working group on Women, Peace and Secu-
rity – founded by KOFF – organized a series of events to inform the civil society 
report on the Swiss implementation of its National Action Plan for united Nations 
Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security (uNSCR 1325). 
The events were focused on examining and discussing different areas of security 
policy from a critical gender perspective. 

 In this context, KOFF invited various stakeholders and actors from civil society, 
arts and media to discuss the Syrian crisis from a gender perspective. The discus-
sion mainly focused on the connection between militarism, violence and mascu-
linity in order to understand gendered dimensions of the war in Syria and specific 
security risks for women. Moreover, for the reason that gendered issues are either 
left out of reporting and discussions of security or only surface indirectly in norma-
tive gendered constructions, it was emphasized that representational practices of 
reporting and their entwinedness with gender relations and militarism need to be 
critically discussed. 

 A more detailed discussion of the insights from the events will be published in 
the civil society report on the Swiss National Action Plan for uNSCR1325, due to 
be issued in March 2016. 

gender dimensions of the Syrian Crisis

KOFF 
Marieke Fröhlich 
Program Assistant

Annemarie Sancar 
Senior Program Officer

Psychosocial Self-Help for Women in Rojava

medico international schweiz 
Nina Schneider, Maja Hess

 
Links

Träumen auf Kurdisch (dream-
ing in Kurdish) – pilot projects 
in Rojava

Rojava/Kobanê background 
information and articles

Foundation of Free Women 
in Rojava (WJAR)

In the past year, media reports featuring Kurdish women have mostly shown them 
with weapons in their hands. In Rojava in northern Syria, they have been intrepid 
in their efforts to fight ISIS and liberate the city of Kobanê. “What many people 
do not realize, however,” says our partner from the Foundation for Free Women 
in Rojava (WJAR), “is that their most valuable weapon is not firearms. Their most 
important battle is one of emancipation and it is aimed at reforming society.” She 
is alluding to the fact that women make up at least 40 per cent of all municipal and 
cantonal decision-making bodies and are also playing an active role through their 
involvement in yekîtiya Star, a feminist Kurdish women’s organization. Through 
these inclusive political processes, they are ensuring that women and their pro-
jects benefit from the funds and resources available.

 One of the fundamental principles of the WJAR foundation is targeted cooperation 
between Arab and Kurdish women. Together, they develop projects designed to 
empower women and girls who have lost everything in the war, have been forced 
to flee their homes or have even been abused as sex slaves by the men of ISIS. 
They support women both in resisting the violence they face and in terms of their 
mental and physical survival. This does not just involve rebuilding the collapsed 
healthcare system – it also means raising awareness of the psychological suffer-
ing and traumatization of women across the entire male-dominated society and 
changing attitudes towards sexual violence against women.

http://koff.swisspeace.ch/what-we-offer/working-group-on-women-peace-security/
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/what-we-offer/working-group-on-women-peace-security/
http://www.derbund.ch/bern/stadt/ich-dachte-das-syrische-regime-faellt-bald/story/21425074
http://www.derbund.ch/bern/stadt/ich-dachte-das-syrische-regime-faellt-bald/story/21425074
mailto:marieke.froehlich%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:annemarie.sancar%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:info%40medicointernational.ch?subject=
http://www.medicointernational.ch/projekte/rojava-kobane.html
http://www.medicointernational.ch/projekte/rojava-kobane.html
http://www.medicointernational.ch/projekte/rojava-kobane.html
http://www.medicointernational.ch/projekte/rojava-kobane/hintergruende.html
http://www.medicointernational.ch/projekte/rojava-kobane/hintergruende.html
http://www.weqfajinaazad.org/en/
http://www.weqfajinaazad.org/en/
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 Therapists from international backgrounds are working locally to provide 
training for female psychologists, who – together with representatives of Kurdish 
women’s organizations – are adapting the psychosocial services on offer to suit 
local needs. medico international schweiz, along with other donor organizations, is 
supporting both these training courses and the establishment of a women’s health 
center in Serê Kaniyê.

Emergency Relief as a Way of Strengthening 
Local Economic Structures

Caritas Switzerland 
Mandy Zeckra 
Senior Program Manager

 
Link

Caritas Switzerland’s 
activities in and around Syria

Caritas Switzerland has been actively involved in distributing aid supplies in various 
parts of Syria since 2012. Its main focus has been on providing hot meals and food 
packages to improve the food situation there. Even though the war is preventing 
nationwide, systematic distribution of supplies to the Syrian people, Caritas is 
keen not to lose sight of the need to strengthen local opportunities to generate 
income by organizing emergency relief services, particularly in protracted crises 
and conflicts.

 Since 2012, a total of around 2.9 million hot meals have been distributed in 
Homs, Aleppo and damascus within the framework of four projects. Local partners 
of Caritas have been providing more than 36,000 people with food supplies every 
day for several months. In the damascus region, for example, basic foodstuffs are 
being handed out which cover roughly half of the required daily calorie intake of 
the families receiving them. Meanwhile, in Aleppo, the food and nutritional sup-
ply is being supplemented with hot meals prepared using dairy products, fresh 
vegetables, meat and spices.

 Sourcing such items locally is a fundamental principle that can be upheld 
in most emergency situations. In protracted crises, however, where basic sup-
plies and services need to be maintained over a long period, it plays a particularly 
important role. Caritas guarantees local procurement by focusing exclusively on 
local production and processing. In practice, this means that sourcing, storage, 
sorting, packaging, preparation and distribution are all carried out by employees 
locally, which creates a large number of jobs. In Aleppo alone, two to three tonnes 
of hot food is prepared in this way every day, in a process involving local workers, 
producers and distributors. By following this approach, emergency relief measures 
can help to secure incomes and reinforce social structures, as well as offering the 
people affected access to psychosocial support and other services.

mailto:mzeckra%40caritas.ch?subject=
https://www.caritas.ch/en/what-we-do/worldwide/disaster-aid/help-for-syrian-refugees/
https://www.caritas.ch/en/what-we-do/worldwide/disaster-aid/help-for-syrian-refugees/
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World Vision Switzerland 
Manuela Eberhard 
Media Spokesperson

 
Link

guay, Joseph, World vision 
International. Social Cohesion 
Between Syrian Refugees and 
urban Host Communities in 
Lebanon and Jordan. 2016

Promoting Social Cohesion Between 
Refugees and Host Communities

The Syrian conflict has already driven over four million people from their homes. 
For the time being, most of them are staying in Turkey, Jordan or Lebanon, which 
poses unprecedented challenges not just for authorities and aid organizations, 
but also for the local population in these regions. In this context, promoting social 
cohesion and relieving social tensions between refugees and host communities is 
proving to be an issue of primary importance.

 Studies show that rising social tensions between refugees and locals have 
the potential to cause conflicts in host countries. This friction can have an impact 
on access to basic goods and services and livelihood opportunities. If tensions 
escalate further, there is a major risk that displaced persons will even withdraw 
into isolation. Competition on the labor market is another factor that can lead to 
frustration, scapegoating and discrimination, thus hampering refugees’ chances 
of being able to earn a living.

 These challenges form the starting point for a study published by World vision 
International on social cohesion between refugees and host communities in Leba-
non and Jordan. This report calls for new, more holistic approaches to humanitarian 
response with a view to ensuring social cohesion for all population groups con-
cerned. It also sets out strategic objectives for national, international and local 
stakeholders aimed at protecting the fragile stability in these two countries.

International Track II Coordination on Syria

European Institute of Peace 
Maria Chalhoub 
Program Assistant

Search for Common Ground 
Katherine Boyce 
Program Manager, Track II 
Mediation unit

 
Links

European Institute of Peace

Search for Common ground

Traditional Track I diplomatic efforts have been unsuccessful in ending the violence 
in Syria so far, and Track II peace builders continue to strive for the common objec-
tive of a peaceful settlement to the conflict. In the absence of an official coordi-
nation mechanism for Syria and considering the various Track II efforts of NgOs 
and agencies that consult with a diversity of Syrians, there is a need for increased 
linkages among processes, more effective and less duplicative work, and better 
information sharing about efforts for a solution to the Syrian conflict. To meet this 
end, Search for Common ground (SFCg) in partnership with the European Institute 
of Peace (EIP) have been running a joint coordination process since early 2015, to 
create a platform for regular meetings and analysis exchange among international 
Track II organizations working on Syria, building upon the existing process led by 
SFCg since 2013. The meetings are attended by Track II practitioners, regional 
analysts, government representatives, and European and international multilateral 
institutions that actively support conflict resolution efforts for Syria.

 Previous meetings have dealt with topics related to regional dynamics and 
their implications for a solution; international resolutions and roadmaps for peace 
in Syria; as well as broader discussions on governance and transition, avenues for 
reconciliation, armed groups and extremism, among others. In addition to increasing 
coordination, this platform serves to generate practical recommendations and 
policy options on different substantive issues relevant to the state of the conflict.

 The platform has thus far resulted in visible greater information-sharing and 
complementarity between participating organizations, and has created bridges 
between the uN-led Track I process for peace in Syria and Track II processes working 
internationally and locally.

mailto:m.eberhard%40worldvision.ch?subject=
http://www.wvi.org/disaster-management/publication/social-cohesion-between-syrian-refugees-and-urban-host-communities
http://www.wvi.org/disaster-management/publication/social-cohesion-between-syrian-refugees-and-urban-host-communities
http://www.wvi.org/disaster-management/publication/social-cohesion-between-syrian-refugees-and-urban-host-communities
http://www.wvi.org/disaster-management/publication/social-cohesion-between-syrian-refugees-and-urban-host-communities
http://www.wvi.org/disaster-management/publication/social-cohesion-between-syrian-refugees-and-urban-host-communities
mailto:maria.chalhoub%40eip.org?subject=
mailto:kboyce%40sfcg.org?subject=
http://www.eip.org/en/what-we-do/mediation-and-dialogue
https://www.sfcg.org/


8

KOFF NEWSLETTER NO. 144 ACTINg FOR PEACE IN SyRIA: INITIATIvES ANd CHALLENgES

Switzerland’s Engagement in Syria

Faced with the gravity of the Syrian crisis, Switzerland is committed to working in a coordinated way. The Directorate of 
Political Affairs, The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and the Directorate of International Law are 
working on behalf of the Swiss government on three pillars: the search for a political solution to the conflict, humanitarian 
aid and promotion of resilience, and the defense of international law.

Three Priorities for Peace Promotion in Syria

Human Security Division 
of the FDFA 
gregorio Bernasconi 
Program Officer for Syria

 
Link

Human Security division 
of the FdFA

Since the Syria crisis began in 2011, Switzerland has been implementing a peace 
promotion program to target both the immediate and the underlying causes of 
tensions in the country. With this in mind, Switzerland’s engagement in Syria has 
been adapted to respond to the progressively intensifying crisis, and the fact that 
hostilities are becoming increasingly internationalized. 

 At present, the Swiss peace promotion program in Syria is based on three axes 
of intervention: supporting a political solution to the conflict, strengthening local 
peacebuilding capacities, and defending and promoting international law in Syria.

 On one hand, Switzerland is supporting the efforts of Staffan de Mistura, uN 
Special Envoy for Syria, aiming to create the conditions needed for a negotiated 
solution to the conflict. using diplomatic channels and a policy of informal meet-
ings, Switzerland is working to facilitate dialogue between the parties involved in 
the conflict. The fact that geneva was chosen as the place to hold the intra-Syrian 
negotiations means that Switzerland has special opportunities and responsibilities.

 On the other hand, Switzerland is strengthening local peacebuilding initiatives. 
These projects include, for instance, creating intercommunity dialogue spaces, 
working with the media, strengthening local governance or supporting women’s 
networks. In this way, Switzerland is committed to encouraging the inclusion of 
local actors in formal dialogue promoted by the uN in order to reduce the distance 
between local and international levels of the peace process.

 Finally, Switzerland understands the importance of law and justice in any 
sustainable peace agreement. It therefore supports international humanitarian 
law training courses for those involved in the conflict and ensures that these 
standards are incorporated into rules of engagement and respected by belliger-
ent parties. In addition, Switzerland supports Syrian organizations that actively 
document international humanitarian law and human rights violations committed 
by parties involved in the conflict in order to be able to deal with the past and help 
with national reconciliation when the time comes.

Switzerland’s Humanitarian Engagement in the Syria Crisis

SDC / Humanitarian Aid 
Regine Kilchenmann 
Program Officer Syria Crisis 
(Syria, Jordan, Lebanon,  
Turkey, Iraq)

Link

Swiss involvement on behalf 
of victims of the Syria crisis

The Syria conflict has triggered one of the biggest humanitarian crises of our 
times. More than 13.5 million Syrians are currently dependent on humanitarian 
aid, accounting for almost 75% of the entire Syrian population. So far, 4.7 million 
people have fled to the neighboring countries, mainly Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan. 
In order to support the affected population inside and outside Syria and relieve 
their suffering, Switzerland has donated over CHF 200 million to the victims of the 
Syria crisis since its outbreak in 2011 and has pledged an additional CHF 50 million 
for 2016. Half of the funds have been used for projects inside Syria while the other 
half has been spent to support the neighboring countries in their efforts to provide 
aid to people in need. Switzerland’s humanitarian contribution is divided into the fol-
lowing four action lines: supporting humanitarian projects of partner organizations; 

mailto:gregorio.bernasconi%40eda.admin.ch?subject=
https://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/das_eda/organisation_deseda/direktionen-abteilungen/politische_direktion/ams.html
https://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/das_eda/organisation_deseda/direktionen-abteilungen/politische_direktion/ams.html
mailto:regine.kilchenmann%40eda.admin.ch?subject=
https://www.eda.admin.ch/deza/en/home/aktivitaeten_projekte/aktivitaeten/humanitaere_hilfe/schwerpunkte/dossier-syrien.html
https://www.eda.admin.ch/deza/en/home/aktivitaeten_projekte/aktivitaeten/humanitaere_hilfe/schwerpunkte/dossier-syrien.html
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ability Centre. “Maybe We Can 
Reach a Solution”: Syrian Per-
spectives on the Conflict and 
Local Initiatives for Peace, 
Justice, and Reconciliation. 
February 2015.
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directly implementing its own projects; deploying Swiss experts to partner organi-
zations; and supporting international coordination and humanitarian diplomacy.

  The crisis in Syria shows that enhancing community resilience is essential for 
ensuring long-term impact of humanitarian aid. It empowers people and helps 
them get back on their feet. For this reason, Switzerland allocates contributions to 
resilience-oriented projects which aim at mitigating the socio-economic impacts 
of the crisis and support an enabling environment for decent life. One main pillar 
of a resilient community is education. Since 2012, Switzerland has thus rehabilitated 
over 100 schools in Jordan and Lebanon allowing over 60’000 children to go to 
school. It also supports a resilience-oriented project led by the united Nations 
development Programme (uNdP) in Syria, which aims at creating jobs by supporting 
micro enterprises and farmers. 

IN dEPTH

voices of Hope from Syrian Civil Society

This study carried out by Charney Research on behalf of the Syria Justice and 
Accountability Centre is based on in-depth interviews with people from across 
the full spectrum of the Syrian population. Its aim is to provide a platform for the 
interviewees – which include Sunnis, Shias, Alawites and Christians, supporters of 
the Assad regime and opponents of it, as well as displaced persons and refugees – 
to express their views, opinions and concerns. The study indicates that the desire 
for peace is still present in many Syrians, in spite of polarization and fragmentation 
at all levels of society. However, it also reveals a sharp decline in support for an 
internationally brokered settlement of the conflict. Fostering inclusive negotiations 
at local level and involving civil society seem to be more effective and could, accord-
ing to the authors, point the way to a more peaceful future.

Link

Khalaf, Rana. governance 
without government in Syria: 
Civil Society and State Build-
ing during Conflict.

governance Without government in Syria

In this study, Rana Khalaf examines the current state of governance in Syria. Ac-
cording to her analysis, governance has shifted from the state to players at local 
level during the Syrian conflict. Civil society groups, religious authorities, clan 
societies and civic movements are filling the power vacuum that has emerged, 
including warlords and terrorist groups such as ISIS and Al-Qaeda. Similar effects 
are evident at international level – foreign governments, international organizations 
and private institutions are getting involved in determining Syria’s fate. Competition 
and hybridizations of these forms of government are common features across all 
these developments. However, although these processes do not yet constitute 
a comprehensive process of state building, they do at least guarantee the Syrian 
people a modicum of stability while their country is in a state of turmoil and frag-
mentation.

http://www.charneyresearch.com/resources/maybe-can-reach-solution-syrian-perspectives-conflict-local-initiatives-forpeace-justice-reconciliation/
http://www.charneyresearch.com/resources/maybe-can-reach-solution-syrian-perspectives-conflict-local-initiatives-forpeace-justice-reconciliation/
http://www.charneyresearch.com/resources/maybe-can-reach-solution-syrian-perspectives-conflict-local-initiatives-forpeace-justice-reconciliation/
http://www.charneyresearch.com/resources/maybe-can-reach-solution-syrian-perspectives-conflict-local-initiatives-forpeace-justice-reconciliation/
http://www.charneyresearch.com/resources/maybe-can-reach-solution-syrian-perspectives-conflict-local-initiatives-forpeace-justice-reconciliation/
http://www.charneyresearch.com/resources/maybe-can-reach-solution-syrian-perspectives-conflict-local-initiatives-forpeace-justice-reconciliation/
http://www.charneyresearch.com/resources/maybe-can-reach-solution-syrian-perspectives-conflict-local-initiatives-forpeace-justice-reconciliation/
https://ojs.st-andrews.ac.uk/index.php/syria/article/view/1176/911
https://ojs.st-andrews.ac.uk/index.php/syria/article/view/1176/911
https://ojs.st-andrews.ac.uk/index.php/syria/article/view/1176/911
https://ojs.st-andrews.ac.uk/index.php/syria/article/view/1176/911
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NEWS

Learning for Peace: Supporting 
More Effective Action in Syria

The aim of the SyriaLearning.org portal, which is run by the ALNAP (Active Learning 
Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action) secretariat, 
is to foster collective learning in relation to the crisis in Syria and thus support 
coordinated international responses. The wide range of relevant information, data, 
discussions and analyzes shared via the portal is intended to serve the interests 
of a variety of users, with particular emphasis on those who are involved in learning 
processes or in planning and evaluating programs and are keen to incorporate 
information about ongoing and planned research, studies and other types of learn-
ing activities in their work. By encouraging shared learning, the portal is helping to 
cultivate a common understanding of the evolving situation across various agencies 
and sectors.

Making Peacebuilding Activities More Strengthened, Relevant and visible

KOFF is a well-established dialogue and exchange network connecting 48 non-
state and two state organizations from the fields of peacebuilding, human rights 
and development. Its mission is to ensure that Swiss peacebuilding activities are 
strengthened, relevant and visible. With this in mind, the KOFF team will be using 
its well-known roundtables and dialogue forums in Switzerland to better strategic 
effect in 2016, aiming to discuss approaches to tackling common challenges, cre-
ate entry points and encourage exchange. KOFF and its members will also launch 
mutual learning processes in local contexts in order to boost the effectiveness of 
peacebuilding activities and enhance the strategic political work carried out by 
member organizations and partners. KOFF – as a network – is also keen to exert 
a greater influence on Swiss peace policy and international policy processes and 
strengthen the cooperation between peace, development and security. Communica-
tion between the member organizations, as well as between the worlds of practice 
and politics, is key to this. By actively contributing their knowledge, working with 
KOFF to organise roundtables, initiating mutual learning processes and adding to 
the content of KOFF’s communications, KOFF’s members have a more crucial role 
to play than ever.

A Forward-Looking Strategy for swisspeace

In december of last year, the swisspeace Foundation Board, led by Jakob Kellenberger, 
approved the new 2016-2020 strategy for the Swiss Peace Foundation. swisspeace 
is gearing itself up to fulfil its mission to contribute towards the improvement of 
conflict prevention and transformation over the next five years. As an academi-
cally respected research and training institution, the foundation aims to continue 
promoting interaction between research, policy and practice with the intention 
of creating scope for dialogue, joint analysis and reflection. Further strategic 
objectives set by the practice-oriented research institute include contributing to 
more inclusive and legitimate peace and statebuilding processes and reinforcing 
the conflict-sensitive practice of various actors in crisis regions. This strategy is 
designed to steer swisspeace towards a successful future.

swisspeace / KOFF

KOFF 
Sidonia gabriel 
Project director

Marie Seidel 
Communications Officer

Link

KOFF website

swisspeace 
Lukas Krienbuehl 
Head of Communications

Link

swisspeace Strategy 
2016-2020

http://www.syrialearning.org/
mailto:sidonia.gabriel%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:marie.seidel%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/
mailto:lukas.krienbuehl%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/Essentials/swisspeace_Strategy_2016_2020.pdf
http://swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/Essentials/swisspeace_Strategy_2016_2020.pdf
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KOFF Members

defusing Conflicts and Promoting Peace – with the CAS in Civilian Peacebuilding

What impact does peacebuilding have? What are the challenges involved in working 
in fragile contexts? How do gender roles change during a conflict and what impli-
cations does this have? How and at what point can mediation work help to defuse 
conflicts? How can a society come to terms with the most serious human rights 
violations and infringements of international humanitarian law? How can a “war 
economy” be transformed into an economic system that is conducive to peace? 

 These questions lie at the heart of the Certificate of Advanced Studies (CAS) in 
Civilian Peacebuilding annual program. Over a total of 21 days (once a month on a 
Friday/Saturday), this further training course, which is designed to be undertaken 
alongside professional work, gives participants a chance to update their knowledge 
of selected areas of civilian peacebuilding and provides training in practical methods.

 The CAS course will be held from September 2016 to August 2017 and can be 
taken as a module of the new Master of Advanced Studies (MAS) in Civilian Peace-
building program offered by swisspeace and the university of Basel. Registrations 
are open until 30 June 2016.

swisspeace 
ursina Bentele 
Program Officer, Training

Links

CAS in Civilian Peacebuilding

MAS in Civilian Peacebuilding

Registration

Senior Level Peacebuilding Course

Focusing on “Enhancing Leadership for Peacebuilding”, the “Senior Level Peace-
building Training Course” took place from 16 to 20 November 2015 in geneva. It 
was organized in partnership with the Human Security division, the geneva Centre 
for Security Policy (gCSP), the International Peacebuilding Advisory Team (IPAT) 
and the united Nations Institute for Training and Research (uNITAR). The objectives 
of the course were to better understand the latest developments in sustainable 
peacebuilding, to create an environment conducive to sharing and evaluating les-
sons learned and lastly to explore the leadership styles and skills that effectively 
deal with peacebuilding challenges. discussions between the 25 participants 
were rewarding due to the diversity within the group. This diversity also encouraged 
greater sensitivity in regard to gender issues. The course not only benefitted from 
attendance by civilian and military personnel working on the ground or within 
decision-making bodies, but also from the participation of the director-general of 
the united Nations Office at geneva in the opening and closing panels.

voices of Migrant Women in Switzerland – a Project by cfd

What does it mean to be a female citizen? What does it mean to be Swiss? Or to 
be a migrant? Who makes the decisions in a democracy? What opportunities are 
there to make an active contribution to society? These are the questions tackled 
by migrant women as part of a project run by the feminist peace organization cfd. 
Over the course of a year, they have been exploring and developing their opportu-
nities to participate and working together to produce a film about citizenship – in 
a broader sense of the word: citizenship is not intended to be seen simply as a 
right conferred by the state, but as an active process of playing a part in society, 
regardless of nationality. In the film, female “migrants” claim their right to have a 
say in public life, create scope for reflection on the topic of political involvement 
and raise their own profile as participating citizens. Screenings of the film, followed 
by discussions on the issues raised, are due to take place in german-speaking 
Switzerland in March.

cfd 
Regula Brunner 
Head of Communications

Links

Further information about the 
project and screening dates

Trailer for the film

Order the documentary film

mailto:claudia.rizzo%40eda.admin.ch?subject=
mailto:ursina.bentele%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://www.swisspeace.ch/courses/certificate-programs/annual-course.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/courses/masters-program.html
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/postgraduate-courses/cas-annual-course/application-form/
mailto:regula.brunner%40cfd-ch.org?subject=
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/migration/projekte/Mitgestalten_festgehalten.php
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/migration/projekte/Mitgestalten_festgehalten.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7Z81aHzB4k
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/service/bestellen.php
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CALENdAR

upcoming Events

International Partner Organizations

International Alert

For the past few months, International Alert has been actively engaged in contrib-
uting to resolving the Syrian conflict. The organization runs projects that seek 
to strengthen the role of civil society in Syria and help to resolve the country’s 
humanitarian crisis. These activities include “Create Syria”, a project that aims 
to strengthen the resilience of Syrian refugees in Lebanon by promoting art and 
culture. The “Peace Education” program aims to raise the awareness of young Syr-
ians about violent extremism and to teach them about peacebuilding. It is run in 
partnership with local Syrian, Turkish and Lebanese organizations. In early Febru-
ary, at the close of the fourth International Humanitarian Pledging Conference for 
Syria, International Alert also co-signed a statement from NgOs that calls upon 
the international community to rapidly resolve Syria’s humanitarian crisis, involve 
Syrian civil society in discussions and draw links between the peacebuilding pro-
cess and resolving the humanitarian crisis.

In March, Peace Brigades International (PBI) and Peace Watch Switzerland (PWS) 
are organizing an information session at the university of Zurich, enabling visitors 
to learn more about opportunities to support human rights in their projects, as in 
Switzerland. These provide a chance to find out more about the work done by vol-
unteers on the ground, the training process and the workings of the organizations. 
Further information from PBI and PWS.

It is just over five years since the creation of artasfoundation: the Swiss Founda-
tion for Art in  Regions of conflict. To mark this milestone, the foundation is giving 
an appraisal of its activities and experience, particularly in the Transcaucasia region, 
as well as in Russia and Syria. The session, which is part of the “How Artists Ap-
proach War” festival, will take place on 13 March in Zurich’s Neumarkt theater. 
Further information.

This year, the Annual Conference of Swiss Humanitarian Aid will focus on Syria and 
on Switzerland’s engagement in resolving the humanitarian crisis, strengthening 
the resilience of Syria’s populations and seeking a political solution to the conflict. 
Speakers will include didier Burkhalter, Swiss Federal Council Member; Staffan de 
Mistura, uN Special Envoy for Syria; and Carla del Ponte, Member of the Inde-
pendent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic. Further 
information and registration until 11 March.

Several KOFF member organizations will join members of civil society in this year’s 
Easter March in Bern, which will take place on 28 March 2016 (Easter Monday). 
This year, its tagline will be: “disarm for peace: welcome refugees”. Further infor-
mation.

What is state fragility? What is the international policy response? And what does 
it mean to work in fragile contexts? The swisspeace course on Fragility, Conflict & 
Statebuilding looks at the links between violent conflict, fragility and statebuilding. 
Further information and registration ASAP.

5 March 2016

13 March 2016

18 March 2016

28 March 2016

4-8 April 2016

http://www.international-alert.org/news/create-syria
http://www.international-alert.org/what-we-do/where-we-work/middle-east-and-north-africa/syria/projects/13595
https://www.bond.org.uk/news/2016/02/supporting-syria-civil-society-conference-final-communique
mailto:info%40peacebrigades.ch?subject=
mailto:info%40peacewatch.ch?subject=
http://www.artasfoundation.ch/en
https://www.eda.admin.ch/content/dam/deza/de/documents/aktuell/agenda/HH_Einladungflyer_Jahrestagung_2016_alle_Sprachen.pdf
https://www.eda.admin.ch/content/dam/deza/de/documents/aktuell/agenda/HH_Einladungflyer_Jahrestagung_2016_alle_Sprachen.pdf
https://www.eda.admin.ch/deza/en/home/etc/hh2016.html
http://ostermarschbern.ch/?lang=fr
http://ostermarschbern.ch/?lang=fr
http://www.swisspeace.ch/courses/individual-courses/fragility-conflict-statebuilding.html
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/fragility-statebuilding/application-fees/application-form/
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Zurich university of Applied Sciences (ZHAW) is offering a Certificate of Advanced 
Studies (CAS) from September 2016 to June 2017 in partnership with cinfo. This 
qualification aims to build the capacity needed by managerial staff working within 
the specific contexts of international cooperation. An information session will be 
held on 6 April at ZHAW. Further information.

Sun, sand and palm trees may seem like an idyllic holiday destination, but behind 
the beautiful scenery, things are often less rosy. Amnesty International’s course in 
Basel, “Mit Menschenrechten wirtschaften?”, examines the interplay and conflict 
between human rights and economic activity. Tourism is the focal point of the 
course. Representatives from the government, economic sector and NgOs highlight 
the responsibilities of governments and companies, and what consumers can do. 
Further information and registration.

On 14 April 2016 at 6:15 p.m. in Basel, swisspeace is holding an information event 
to present its range of postgraduate courses. It will be an opportunity to discover 
the vast range of thematic courses, training opportunities and various postgraduate 
courses offered by swisspeace and the university of Basel. A second information 
event will be held on 18 May 2016 at 6:15 p.m. in Bern.

Peacebuilding, development and humanitarian interventions aim at contributing 
to a positive impact on the contexts within which they take place. The swisspeace 
training on conflict sensitivity focuses on the concept and aim of conflict sensitivity 
and practical tools for applying conflict sensitivity in strategic and operational 
aspects of program management. Further information and registration ASAP.

How can a dealing with the past process be locally relevant and effective? differ-
ent approaches and frameworks will be drawn upon in the swisspeace course on 
“dealing with the Past: Theory & Practice” to look at the potentials and challenges 
of dealing with a violent past. Further information and registration ASAP

The Institute for Conflict Transformation and Peacebuilding (ICP) is organizing its 
9th International Summer Academy and Forum on Peace Mediation and dialogue. 
This year, it will focus on conflict mediation between communities and companies. 
The Summer Academy is organized in partnership with the CAuX-Initiatives of 
Change Foundation, and will be held at the Caux Conference Center. Further 
information.

The Rotary Foundation is now accepting applications for the fully-funded Rotary 
Peace Fellowship. The fellowship provides academic and practical training to 
prepare scholars for leadership roles in solving today’s global challenges. up to 
100 fellows are selected globally every year to earn either a master’s degree or a 
professional development certificate in peace and conflict studies at one of six 
Rotary Peace Centers. Further information and registration until 31 May 2016.

The training course “Building peace by managing change” organized by Steps for 
Peace is designed to support civil actors in developing a differentiated under-
standing of the organizational framework of socio-political change processes 
to assess, plan and accompany projects in a way that is adapted to the specific 
context. Further information and registration.

The training course “designing trainings for peacebuilding” organized by Steps for 
Peace offers an overview of basic skills in analyzing, planning and implementing 
educational measures in a difficult context. Further information and registration.

Making peace a human right will enhance the value of peace, peaceful settlement 
of disputes at all levels, improve control over the use of force and provide new 
tools for the advancement of peace. A working group of the Human Rights Council 
will discuss this possibility between the 11th and the 15th of July in geneva. Partici-
pation of as many NgOs as possible is very welcome. Further information.

Build Peace is an annual conference that brings together practitioners, activists 
and technologists from around the world to share their experiences and ideas on 
using technology for peacebuilding. This year, the conference will be held in Zurich. 
Further information and registration. 

6 April 2016

9 April 2016

14 April and 18 May 2016

27-29 April 2016

9-13 May 2016

12-19 June 2016

until 31 May 2016

13-17 June 2016

27 June - 1 July 2016

11-15 July 2016

9-11 September 2016

http://www.cinfo.ch/org/inhalte/private/CAS-Internationale-Zusammenarbeit.php?langVersion=
https://www.amnesty.ch/de/schule-kurse/kurse/wirtschaft/mit-menschenrechten-wirtschaften
https://www.amnesty.ch/de/schule-kurse/kurse/wirtschaft/anmeldung-wirtschaft
http://www.swisspeace.ch/courses/individual-courses/conflict-sensitivity.html
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/what-we-offer/training-series/training-series/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/courses/individual-courses/dealing-with-the-past.html
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/dealing-with-the-past/application-fees/application-form-20152016/
http://www.iicp.ch/summer-academy
http://www.iicp.ch/summer-academy
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/get-involved/exchange-ideas/peace-fellowships
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/get-involved/exchange-ideas/peace-fellowship-application
http://www.steps-for-peace.org/en/trainings/building-peace-by-managing-change-5/
http://www.steps-for-peace.org/en/trainings/designing-trainings-for-peacebuilding-10/
mailto:cb%40apred.ch?subject=
http://howtobuildpeace.org/
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On the KOFF website you can find more information about upcoming roundtables 
and events organized by KOFF.
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KOFF is a project of swisspeace. It is jointly supported by the Swiss Federal depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs (FdFA) and the following Swiss NgOs which are members of the 
platform:

Kompetenzzentrum Friedensförderung
Centre pour la promotion de la paix
Centre for Peacebuilding

KOFF

Alliance Sud 
APREd 
artasfoundation
BAHA’I
Brücke · Le pont
Caritas Switzerland
Caux - Initiatives of Change
cfd 
dCAF
Eirene Switzerland 
Fondation Hirondelle 
geneva Call 
grains of Peace 
green Cross Switzerland 
gSoA 
HELvETAS Swiss
Intercooperation 
HEKS 
IAMANEH Schweiz

Institute for Conflict Transfor-
mation and Peacebuilding  
Interpeace 
Lucerne Initiative for Peace  
and Security (LIPS)
medico international schweiz
mission 21 
MIR-Switzerland 
miva Suisse - transporte l’aide 
Palmyrah 
Peace Brigades International 
Peace Watch Switzerland 
PeaceWomen Across the globe
Pestalozzi Children’s  
Foundation 
Quaker united Nations Office 
Schweizerischer Katholischer 
Frauenbund 

SCI Switzerland  
Society for Threatened Peoples 
Switzerland
Solidar Switzerland
SOS Children’s villages
Swiss Academy for  
development
SWISSAId 
Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund 
Swiss Peace Council 
Swiss Red Cross 
Swiss Refugee Council 
Terre des Femmes Switzerland
terre des hommes schweiz
TRIAL 
Women for Peace Switzerland
World vision Switzerland 

Federalism and decentralization are becoming increasingly popular models in 
ensuring good governance, building democracy and contributing to development. 
The 27th Summer university on federalism, decentralization and conflict resolution 
will enable participants to build on their knowledge of this subject. It will be held 
in Fribourg (Switzerland). Further information and registration until 31 March 2016.

22 August - 9 September 2016

http://koff.swisspeace.ch
mailto:marie.seidel%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:manuel.respondek%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:manuel.respondek%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:liliana.rossier%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:info%40furrer-uebersetzungen.ch?subject=
mailto:info%40ugz.ch?subject=
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/what-we-offer/newsletter/
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/
http://www.alliancesud.ch/en
http://www.demilitarisation.org/?lang=en
http://www.artasfoundation.ch/en
http://www.bahai.ch/contact/?lang=en
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/index.php?L=2
https://www.caritas.ch/en/home/
http://www.caux.iofc.org/en/home
http://cfd-ch.org/e/index.php
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch/
http://www.hirondelle.org/?lang=en
http://www.genevacall.org/
http://www.graines-de-paix.org/en/graines_de_paix
http://www.greencross.ch/en/home.html
http://www.gsoa.ch/english/
http://www.helvetas.org/
http://www.helvetas.org/
https://www.heks.ch/en/
http://www.iamaneh.ch/en
http://www.iicp.ch/
http://www.iicp.ch/
http://www.interpeace.org/
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://medicointernational.ch/
http://www.mission-21.org/en/index/
http://ifor-mir.ch/fr/
http://www.miva.ch/fr/miva-suisse.html
http://www.refbejuso.ch/inhalte/oekumene-mission-entwicklung/sri-lanka.html
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/fr/pbi-suisse/
http://www.peacewatch.ch/Peace-Watch-Switzerland.2.0.html?&L=2
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/en/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/en/home/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/en/home/
http://www.quno.org/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.scich.org/fr/
http://www.gfbv.ch/fr/
http://www.gfbv.ch/fr/
http://www.solidar.ch/en/
http://www.sosvillagesdenfants.ch/
http://www.sad.ch/en/
http://www.sad.ch/en/
http://www.swissaid.ch/en/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/sites/home/index.html?lang2=en
http://www.friedensrat.ch/friedensrat/
https://www.redcross.ch/fr
http://www.fluechtlingshilfe.ch/about-us?set_language=en
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/en/
http://www.terredeshommesschweiz.ch/en/
http://www.trial-ch.org/en/home.html
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/Women_for_Peace/women_for_peace.html
http://www.worldvision.ch/
http://www.unifr.ch/ius/federalism_en/capacity_building/summer_university
http://www.unifr.ch/form/federalism_32/view.php?id=21
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